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A 
rchaeological work done in advance of the 
Federal Reserve Bank construction in Baltimore 
in 1980 yielded the usual array of filled privies, 

wells and cellar holes.  But under Barre Street,  
archaeologists discovered a twenty-foot long section of  
drainpipe containing thousands of early twentieth- 
century artifacts concreted into a solid mass filling the 
bottom half of the pipe (McCarthy and Basalik 1980). 
A little documentary research revealed that the contents 
of the pipe were associated with a Chinese-owned 
commercial laundry located nearby. 

I n addition to thousands of straight pins, 

buttons, safety pins, coins, pieces of jewelry 

and other clothing-related items from the pipe, 

the pipe contained an oval copper alloy disk 

stamped “B.C. & F. Co. 2050”. This item served 

as a worker identification tag or as a tool check 

tag. Tool checks were used by factory workers to 

requisition tools; each tag bore the worker’s 

identification number. If the tool had not been 

returned at the end of the day, the number would 

be used to track down the missing tool to the 

employee who had checked it out. 

Figure 1. Tool check or worker identification tag from the Baltimore 

Clothing and Furnishing Company. 

A New Jersey newspaper advertisement from 

1908 revealed that “B. C. & F.” were the 

initials of The Baltimore Clothing and 

Furnishing Company (Red Bank Register 1908), 

a firm that, in accordance with garment trade 

industry standards, produced men’s suits, 

trousers, sport coats, and overcoats, as well as 

men’s pajamas, hosiery, ties, underwear and 

shirts (Kahn 1989:xiii). 

Figure 2.  1914 advertisement for L. Greif & Brothers, a 

leading Baltimore clothing firm.  Photograph from Kahn 

1989. 

Figure 3. An advertisement from the July 22, 1908 Red Bank 

Register of Red bank, New Jersey showing the sale of clothing 

from the Baltimore Clothing and Furnishing Company. 

T his small item is a very tangible reminder of 

Baltimore’s prominent position in the 

nation’s garment industry. The manufacture of 

clothing was in its Baltimore heyday in the late 

19th and early 20th centuries, ranking fourth in 

the nation in 1900 (Stanger 1999). Large 

clothing production companies began to replace 

smaller sweatshops in the early 20th century to 

satisfy the demand for ready-made clothing. The 

mechanization and assembly-line nature of these 

larger operations maximized efficiency and 

profits, but resulted in a workforce that was less 

skilled overall (Argersinger 1991:86). 

T he industry provided jobs for recent 

immigrants to the city; with well over half of 

the employed being adult and teenaged females 

working in low-skill and low wage positions.  

Skilled positions—cutting, trimming and 

pressng—were reserved for men. Worker 

discontent over long hours, deplorable working 

conditions and low wages sparked a number of 

strikes, the first of which occurred in 1890 (Kahn 

1989:80). Attempts to unionize the workforce 

were not long in coming and two competing 

unions, the United Garment Workers (UGW) 

and the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of 

America (ACWA), struggled for control in 

Baltimore’s men’s clothing industry during the 

early twentieth century (Argersinger 1991:90). 
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A . Salz <f; Co., Keyport. 

B~ltimore Clothing and Furnishing Co's Stock 
Bought by A. Salz & Co., Keyport, 

QJJ ~ale S~~'!:!rrdax , July 25. 
1 n r1t!.H1.ion to thi!'I fine stock of 01olhil 1g-, F111·ui~hi11g~, &c., w~ abm incluUe Ulat1y 

or our reguln.t· lines. 'fbey n1·e by far the Be..,t Bargain~ thi~ sec.lion has ever 
knOwn. Clothing tore dosed .Fri~J!'l y l tJ arrnuge ~t,wk. :-;u lu Cvrnmerici•i, Sut..nn.lny 
nt 9 A. n i n,;d will eo□ dnu~ until eruire uock is 8oM. 

Men's Handerchieh 
at 3c. 

l!ic. white henutitehed Hnndl1er-
chicta. e11di . . 

25c. Neck.wear 
at 7e. 

- --· · · · Jlc, 

Pure: silk Bow!, also wD.11ho.blc 
Four •in-Hnnd and St ring Tit'$,1;:a~h , .. 
15c. So• 

al Sc. 
1,~ast blaek So,.-, per pair . .. Sc. 

Men's $1.50 ·Hats 
at 66c. 

Fine 3pll t ' 111-.I :!(lo(~ Mw.cklnow 
ll t1\I, $.I iiOJ $1.00 ki11d9 . . , . 68c. 

Men's Shirts 
al 29c. 

Colored flOft Negtigt,e Shirts 
;,,ith ne<:kbm.d.s, al11<> ,:ollan :1t-

t.ad'IE!d, n 5<lc. mnke, cnch .. 29c: . 
Jla1~m~ Nq:ligee ShirU, pl.Un 

or pl11 ill-d. IR'pil.ratc:, <1r ;ilt;iched 
tulr:i, rq;uhu or WIit etyl~11, •ll 
,~:,. :il.tu,dard $1 to '2 2"ritdt1 .. 

55c:. encjl 88c , 

Me n' 11 39c. Underwear 
at 17c. 

Balb?lggs.n Shirts nml Oro.wen, 
valuu up to~e. , perg:irmE"n~ J 7 c. 

S oya• Bloomer Pants 
a t 39c. 

'/;:,e , ill .. ·ool flloom"r Pllnh, all 
sizee, '4 to .l~ l'tnr:i. pc-r riair .. 39c. 

Suit• at 38e. 
Deya' f0.3t ooloretl Q.•a3h~blo ,]bit!>, 

si:i:~13 to 8 ycnra ... . . , .. . . , 38cc, 

$2.50 Swt., 
at $1.33. 

l'Uly~• nllhby wool S11 it!1 wllh 
bloom~.- P"nb, N:r.u 4 l o lO Y""n, 
\•;alue!l'up to -$!.50 . .. ... . . ... 1 .33 

$4.00 Sui.ta. 
at $2.33. 

Bo;rs' fine D. H. B<?ft Sult.a will! 
bloomer P1111 lS,, noblly mh.lllreS-, 

,;tzcs 7 to Ill y,e;, r~. , •a.1111.'1:1 u 1• lo S4, 
2.33 

i;:i. 00 1111 wool Blue St'r~ ilnd 
Fnncy Suita . . . •. . , , ., , , , ... . , 2,$6 

Men's $2.00 Trousers 
at 98c. 

Good >l'Ool Trou:sen., va\uea U() 
to&:?, p,er p.11lr . ............ 98c . 

.D.tcn':;i S3 .:all "'-ool 7 rGll8e~ with 
cull t.ullom!I . . ... ... . .. . . . . 1.33 

Men's $8.00 Suib 

~· $3.95. 
All WC)o)I two.pJece hot wea ther 

Sui t , . .. .... , . . .... . , . ... . . ~.95 

Men'a $10.00 Suita 
at $5.95. 

Nobby Wor:,leJ Suit&, a lar~ 
ro.ng-e of pattern!, made by B, C. 
& F'. Co. ~ :,ell At HO, . . s.~s 

$12.00 Suita 
al $7.98. 

All wool i tyUsh Worsted Sui t!\ 
al rigk: btenisted cont model9, all 
&lz:e;, tor Mtfl 1rnd Young Men, 
made by the B. C. &: f•. Ct1o. to u,ll 
at :S. IZ .... . .. ....... ..... . 7.98 

Sui\ !-Wor,lh uptt1>$l8at . . 9,'15 

7.:.H J::. BOUND. A mode l lhal wtll ln1>t.ont ly app a l 
U t.o m n who m ~ g ood dr " " Ing ~ orl. N c,U. th!O 
tndlvlduollty or t bou nd dlti,s, p oc.l\ Le 1tnd s l eve 
cuff. 
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Maryland Historical Trust, and agency of the 
Maryland Department of Planning, Baltimore. 

The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum. 




